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STATE SHIRKING RESPONSIBILITY AS PARENT TO FOSTER YOUTH

Governor’s Veto to Child Welfare Shortsighted, 

Contributes to State’s Corrections Crisis
COUNTY/CITY NAME - County leaders, social workers, current and former foster youth, foster parents, and community providers are urging restoration of the $124 million the Governor unexpectedly vetoed from child welfare services. The veto cripples efforts to prevent and respond to abuse and thwarts efforts to improve the lives of the XX foster children served in XX County.
“Serving foster youth is not an option,” said XXX. “When these children are removed from their homes and placed in foster care, the state is stepping in to become their surrogate parent. These are the state’s most vulnerable children, but the Governor has turned his back on them.”
Prior to the veto, the state estimated it was underfunding child welfare services by $660 million annually. The Governor’s veto only exacerbates this situation. [Insert county-specific information on lost staff, pending layoffs, specific service reductions.] 

In addition, county leaders and community providers find it sadly ironic that the Governor has axed child welfare services funding at the same time the Legislature is debating a corrections reform package, given the well-documented correlation between child abuse and neglect and later criminal activity. Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, a national anti-crime organization, reports a 27 percent greater likelihood that children who have suffered abuse and neglect will commit violent crimes as adults. 
“These children face much greater challenges than their peers. The veto means counties and local community organizations will not be able to provide the services needed to help them overcome these challenges,” said XXX. [INSERT QUOTE: Talk about positive outcomes you’ve seen when foster youth have strong support, testimonies before Board of Supervisors meetings, success stories of transitional services]

After a $27.4 million veto of child welfare services funding in 2004, which was quickly restored by the Legislature on a bipartisan basis, the Governor stated that cuts “could jeopardize both the safety of children as well as the level of federal funds available for child welfare services.” Given these prior remarks, county leaders, community providers and foster youth are stunned the Governor no longer sees the need to fulfill the state’s responsibility to ensure the safety of these children.
The veto also turns back the clock on significant reforms and improvements achieved by local agencies in recent years. Counties have partnered with philanthropy to improve services and focused local resources in areas with the greatest need for improvements.
[INSERT QUOTE: Personalize what your county now faces, i.e. layoffs, increased caseloads, fewer visits, virtually no prevention efforts, etc.  Include line on county’s own budget challenges and how the state continues to push its fiscal problems down to counties. End with line: “Child welfare officials and advocates have the answer to this crisis – restore the $124 million in cuts to these desperately needed services now and help avoid any more unnecessary abuse, neglect and deaths.”]
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